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May ii. Allied bombers continued their great day-and-night air assault
on the Continent of Europe with attacks in ever-mounting
strength.

May 12. The Fifth and Eighth Armies, having been regrouped, launched
a great offensive in Italy and crossed the Rapido and Garigliano
rivers. General Alexander stated that it was the first of the
Hows which would finally destroy the Nazis.

Four synthetic oil plants in Germany and one in Czecho-
slovakia were attacked by very strong forces of American
bombers.

May 13. Bombers cut the Brenner Pass railway; main lifeline of the
German armies in Italy.

San Angelo and Castelforte were captured in fighting for
the Gustav Line,

May 14.   Fourteen enemy bombers were destroyed in raids on Britain.

May 15. The Gustav line in Italy was smashed everywhere except at
Cassino by the advancing Fifth and Eighth Armies.

Three strong Japanese positions near Kobima, on the Burma
front, were captured.

May 17, Dominion Prime Ministers, at their Conference in London^
announced full agreement on strategy and foreign policy.

May 18. Cassino and the Monastery were captured when the Gustav
Line in Italy was wiped out and outskirts of the Hitler Line
taken.

In Burma, American and Chinese troops captured an air-
field south of Myitkyina.

May 19. It was officially announced that 47 R,A.F> and Allied Air
Force officers had been shot in Germany while attempting to
escape.

German troops in Italy retreated in disorder under powerful
thrusts by the Fifth Army.

May 20. In the. Far East Allied warships and aircraft attacked
Sourabaya, naval base in Java.

May 21* Allied troops in Italy made powerful inroads on the Hitler
defence line.

Nearly 5,000 fighters and fighter-bombers attacked the enemy
transport system in France and the Low Countries.
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